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This is the first number of a new review periodical 
devoted to cancer biology in the widest sense. It pro- 
poses to cover the cellular and molecular biology of 
cancer, the oncogenic viruses and host defenses 
including immunology. The intention is for reviewers 
to stress their own work and viewpoints, rather than 
produce comprehensive coverage. This first volume 
concentrates on immunology, with articles on T Iym- 
phocyte receptors (Marchalonis and Warr), thymic 
factors (Trivers and Goldstein), immunity to UV 
tumours (Kripke), oncofoetal and differentiation 
antigens (Sell), and retroviruses (Ihle, Charman and 
Gilden). The articles are consistently brisk and to the 
point, but vary considerably in selectivity and bias. 
In some cases lit rle harm is done, for instance in the 
neglect of non-mouse data in the discussions of UV 
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tumours and Thy 1. Others are definitely misleading, 
in the over-emphasis for instance of the similarity 
between T and B cell receptors. In a subject which 
moves as rapidly as immunology, there is great diffi- 
culty in keeping up to date, and one finds hardly a 
mention here of the revolution in cancer immunology 
produced by monoclonal antibodies. 
If this series continues to emphasise immunology, 
it will serve at best as a useful supplement to Immu- 
nological Reviews, the established journal (and to 
Progress in Immunology, the publication of the trien- 
nial ~ternational Congress). If it broadens its scope, 
it will provide a useful, if somewhat idiosyncratic, 
collection of viewpoints. 
N. A. Mitchison 
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The pub~cation of proceedings of scientific sym- 
posia and conferences is rarely worthy of the effort 
these days. It is usually embarrassing to the contribu- 
tor who would prefer to publish in reputable journals 
with peer review, generally unworthy of the editors’ 
time since most contributions have been published 
previously albeit in a slightly different form, costly to 
the publisher as generally only few copies are sold, 
and of dubious value to the purchaser because of the 
lack of fundamentals, originality, and subject con- 
tinuity. The most valuable factors that derive from 
such publications are possibly the collection within 
one volume of so many eminent authors’ views and 
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occasional contributions where the authors have pre- 
faced their experimental papers with succinct reviews 
and have concluded with philosophical discussions of 
the probable consequences of their findings. A collec- 
tion of contributions of this kind can convert these 
parodies of scientific journals into valuable up-to-the- 
minute, plenary textbooks. 
This volume 2 of Microsomes, Drug Oxidations 
and Chemical Carcinogens contains the second part 
of the proceedings of the Fourth International Sym- 
posium on Microsomes and Drug Oxidations, which 
was held at Ann Arbor, Michigan in July 1979. For- 
tunately, it contains just suf~cient review-type con- 
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tributions to place it in the category of a useful text- 
book, a rather remarkable achievement in view of the 
obvious constraints placed on the authors concerning 
the length of their papers. The publication of a book 
containing over 120 papers of an average length of 
4 pages each, may be the most equitable and econom- 
ical way of publishing the proceedings of an inter- 
national symposium but it must have proved restric- 
tive to those authors wishing to present an overview 
of their subject and it is certainly likely to prove irri- 
tating to the reader. Among the overview articles that 
contribute so significantly to the value of this volume 
are papers on: Perspectives in microsomal oxidations 
(Alan Conney); Epoxide hydratase (Franz Oesch); 
Flavoprotein monooxygenase (Dan Ziegler et al.); 
Cholesterol 7 a-hydroxylase (George Boyd et al.); 
Microsomal oxidation and toxic metabolites (Jim 
Gillette); Toxicity of thiono-sulphur compounds 
(R. A. Neal); Genetic differences in the Ah locus 
(Dan Nebert); Metabolism of benzo[a]pyrene (Charles 
Heidelberger et al.); the Salmoneh mutagenicity test 
(Bruce Ames et al.); Bay-region oxygenation (Don 
Jerina et al.); Benzo[a]pyrene metabolism in hepato- 
cytes (Sten Orrenius et al.); Metabolism of nitros- 
amines (Peter Magee); and Species differences in 
microsomal activation (Takahashi Sugimura et al.). 
These articles alone make this volume a valuable con- 
tribution to our present knowledge on microsomal 
oxidations. 
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This second volume, like the first, has been 
arranged into sections to give a semblance of format. 
These sections cover: Metabolic fate of oxygenated 
compounds (which deals with epoxide hydratase, glu- 
tathione S-transferases and glucuronyl transferases); 
Microsomal enzymes and lipid metabolism (concern- 
ing the microsomal metabolism of fatty acids, choles- 
terol and steroids); Microsomal enzymes and toxicity 
of foreign compounds (a miscellany of papers dealing 
principally with the microsomal formation of various 
reactive intermediates); and Microsomal enzymes and 
chemical mutagenesis and carcinogenesis (this title 
being self-explicit). A concise but comprehensive 
index completes the work. Like most publications of 
this kind, the book is produced from camera-ready 
copy, with a wide variety of typefaces, but this is the 
price one has to pay for rapid publication, and the 
editors deserve commendation for producing this 
quite massive work within a year of the actual Sym- 
posium. Despite the many shortcomings that volumes 
of this kind must by their very nature inherit, this is a 
work which will be greatly used by those working in 
the field of microsomal oxidation, and will also prove 
invaluable to those in related subject areas, such as 
toxicology and biochemistry. 
D. V. Parke 
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